Audit of death certificates.
Information on the number and causes of death is one of the basic components of a country's health information system. Data are usually derived from death certificates and health facility discharge summaries. There are usually several causes of error in the routine collection of this information. A criteria audit of death certificates is presented to assess these sources of error in Papua New Guinea. This procedure involved the systematic and critical analysis of hospital mortality as reported in death certificates. The audit is simple, cheap and useful for monitoring the quality of the mortality information which will be used in health planning and management. Quality criteria are defined and the completeness and relevance of the data audited are discussed. Recommendations for the improvement of the health information system are made.